[Anatomic study of the bronchial arteries for operation of esophageal cancer].
In view of the operative field of esophageal cancer, anatomic findings of the bronchial arteries were studied in specimens of 38 cadavers. The number of right and left bronchial arteries were 68 and 61, respectively. The most common branching type was two right and two left arteries, occurring in 36.8% (14/38). Next common type was two right and one left arteries (34.2%). Each specimen had one right intercostobronchial artery and it was considered easy to preserve blood supply to right bronchial artery when cleansing of mediastinal lymphatic chain is performed. But the other 30 right bronchial arteries originating from the aorta coursed, to the area of inferior tracheobronchial lymph nodes, and thus there will be possibility of injury. All of the left bronchial arteries derived from the aorta. The course of 5 left bronchial arteries ran to the area of inferior tracheobronchial lymph nodes, and the one of 41 arteries passed to the area of left tracheobronchial lymph nodes. Therefore, there will be strong possibility of injury to these left bronchial arteries. But the other 19 left bronchial arteries didn't course to any area of lymph nodes, and the arteries can possibly be preserved.